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On February 5, 2013, Reps. Patrick Meehan (R-Pennsylvania), Carolyn Maloney (D-New York), Scott Rigell (R-Virginia), and Elijah Cummings (D-Maryland) introduced H.R. 452,  The Gun Trafficking Prevention Act of 2013.

This proposal is the first bipartisan bill in the House of Representatives during this Congress to make firearms trafficking a federal crime and impose stronger penalties for “straw purchasers” who buy guns for convicted felons and others who are prohibited from buying guns on their own.

The bill directly addresses concerns by law enforcement officials who testified before Congress that a dedicated firearms trafficking statute would help them combat the flow of thousands of firearms to violent criminals, international drug cartels, and a host of other dangerous people.  

    
      

  

Five Things You Should Know:

        

1.    After the tragic shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary, President Obama and Vice President Biden announced  comprehensive recommendations for executive and legislative action to prevent gun violence, including legislation championed by Cummings to create a dedicated firearms trafficking statute.

  

4. The bill strengthens penalties to up to 20 years imprisonment for “straw purchasers” who intentionally provide false or misleading material information when they purchase firearms from Federal Firearms Licensees.
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/preventing-gun-violence
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2. The Gun Trafficking Prevention Act of 2013 has the strong support  of law enforcement organizations and others because it is a critical step to stopping the flow of guns into the hands of criminals while protecting the rights of law abiding gun owners.

  

5.  It also provides enhanced penalties for organizers or managers of firearms trafficking networks and recommends that the Sentencing Commission increase penalties for multiple illegal gun purchases.

  
    3. The bill prohibits the purchase or transfer of a firearm if the intent is to deliver it to someone else who is prohibited by Federal or State law from possessing one.
 
 
      

  

How Gun Trafficking Works: 
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      Quick Links:     Documents        -    Text of H.R. 452,  The Gun Trafficking Prevention Act of 2013      -    Summary      -    List of Co-sponsors      -    Fact Sheet  from the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence      -    Support  from Law Enforcement Groups       -  "OUTGUNNED: Law Enforcement Agents Warn Congress They Lack Adequate Tools toCounter Illegal Firearms Trafficking"         Bipartisan Bill Introduction                                  Support        -  Association of Prosecuting Attorneys       -  Baltimore Police Department      -  Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association       -  International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators       -  International Association of Chiefs of Police      -  Major Cities Chiefs Association       -  Mayors Against Illegal Guns      -  Massachusetts Chiefs of Police       -  Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association      -  National Association of Women Law Enforcement Executives      -  National Law Enforcement Partnership to Prevent Gun Violence      -  National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives      -  Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association       -  Police Executive Research Forum       -  Police Foundation       -  Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police       -  Washington-Baltimore High Intensity Drug Trafficking Program      -  Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake       -  Connecticut Attorney General George Jepsen       -  Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley       -  Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak       -  National Conference of Democratic Mayors       -  U.S. Conference of Mayors       -  American Bar Association       -  Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence      -  CeaseFirePA       -  Coalition to Stop Gun Violence       -  Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Policy and Research       -  Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence       -  Violence Policy Center       News        -  Politico Op-ed Bipartisan Plan on Gun Trafficking       -  New York Times Bipartisan Plan Focuses on Gun Trafficking       -  USA Today Bipartisan House Group Pushes Trafficking Bill       -  Reuters Bipartisan Group Pushes Gun Trafficking Proposal       -  Huffington Post Gun Control Bill With Bipartisan Support Unveiled in House       -  Balitmore Sun Cummings to push bipartisan gun control bill       -  The Hill  House makes first pivot toward crossing party lines in debate over gun laws       -  Rachel Maddow on Bipartisan House Bill to Combat Gun Trafficking     
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