GAO: Continued Federal Efforts Needed to Improve Electronic Voting

Rep. Waxman led twelve members of Congress today in releasing a new GAO report that
found security and reliablity flaws in the electronic voting process.

In a joint press release, Rep. Waxman said, “The GAO report indicates that we need to get
serious and act quickly to improve the security of electronic voting machines. The report makes
clear that there is a lack of transparency and accountability in electronic voting systems -- from
the day that contracts are signed with manufacturers to the counting of electronic votes on
Election Day. State and local officials are spending a great deal of money on machines without
concrete proof that they are secure and reliable.”

The GAO report found flaws in security, access, and hardware controls, as well as weak
security management practices by voting machine vendors. The report identified multiple
examples of actual operational failures in real elections and found that while national iniatives to
improve the security and reliability of electronic voting systems are underway, "it is unclear
when these initiatives will be available to assist state and local election authorities."

Rep. Waxman also released a fact sheet summarizing the report's key findings. Documents
and Links

- Fact Sheet
- Press Release

-  GAOQO Report
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