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Brooklyn, NY – U.S. Representative Edolphus “Ed” Towns (D-NY), Chairman of the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform, will hold the first bipartisan stimulus oversight field
hearing on Tuesday, April 21, 2009, as part of the Committee’s plan to provide constructive
oversight of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The hearing titled, “The
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009: The Role of State and Local Governments”,
will examine the challenges facing New York state and local officials who are tasked with
allocating stimulus funds.

  

Last month, Chairman Towns announced that the Committee would hold a series of stimulus
oversight hearings in communities nationwide. The field hearings will provide the Committee
with opportunities to identify local problems as they arise and to ensure that small challenges
are exposed before they become national catastrophes.

  

“Right here in Brooklyn, millions of taxpayer dollars are being spent on important projects that
will help get people back to work. It makes sense to hold a hearing in one of the nation’s largest
metropolitan areas where a major portion of stimulus dollars will be spent,” said Chairman
Towns.
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Along with launching the nationwide stimulus oversight plan, Chairman Towns helped draft strict
accountability and oversight language included in the stimulus package. The language
guarantees the Committee’s ability to conduct oversight on how funds are being spent by all
levels of government.

  

“Under the economic stimulus program that President Obama recently signed into law, which I
was proud to co-sponsor, the federal government is sending billions of dollars to state and local
governments to help communities that are hurting,” said Chairman Towns. “With so much at
stake, the Committee wants to know if the right safeguards are in place here in New York and
across the nation to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse of the millions of dollars going to our
communities. This hearing will help the Committee in its work as we begin to determine the
answer to this important question.”

  

Hearing Information:

  

When: Tuesday, April 21, 2009
10:00 a.m.

  

Where: Brooklyn Borough Hall
209 Joralemon Street
Brooklyn, NY

  

Who:Mr. William C. Thompson, Jr.
Comptroller
City of New York

Mr. Timothy Gilchrist
Senior Advisor for Infrastructure and Transportation
Office of the Governor of New York, David Paterson

Mr. Edward Skyler
Deputy Mayor for Operations
City of New York

  

 2 / 3



Oversight Committee to Assess New York City Stimulus Progress

Mr. Colvin Grannum
President
Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation

  

Mr. David G. Robinson
Associate Director
Center for Information Technology Policy at Princeton University

  

###

 3 / 3


