
September 25,2006 

The HonoraMe J. Demis Hastert 
Speaker of the House 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

This weekend, the news media reporled that American intelligence agencies completed a 
National Intelligence Estimate fmding that the Iraq war has increased the danger of tenorism 
against the United States, s p m i n g  a new generation of Islamic radica~ism.' kcording to the 
New liork Times, which iirs"l.epoded on the ~ntell~genee estimate, the classified assessment 
represents ""a consensus view of the 16 disparate spy services inside government" and was 
approved by John D. Negioponte, the director of national intelligence.2 "Rather than being in 
retreat," "re intelligence agencies conclude: Islamic radicalism ""has metastasized m d  spread 
across the 

Thins reported National Intelligence Estimate is an alarm bell warning that om national security is 
seriously off course. 

The National intelligence Estimate, as described in the press accounts, undermines numerous 
statements by the President and Republican congressional leaders that the invasion and 
occupsri;isn of Iraq knave made i b e r i c a  safer, The reality according to the intelligence agencies 
appears to be just the opposite. The intelligence agencies report that "rather than contributing to 
eventual victo~y in the global countefierrorism struggle, the situation in Iraq has worsened the 
17.5. pos i t i on . "~ l~cY fiid that "wa in Iraq has made global terrorism worse by fanning Islamic 
radicalism and providing a training ground for lethal methods that are increasingly being 
exported to other countries."' 

The reports of the findings in the National Intelligence Estimate would seem to have 
extraordinary implications that deserve immediate and thorough examination by Congress, We 
have been at war in Iraq since 2803, thousands of Americans have Lost their lives and Hlrnbs 
$r the conflict 'lietit now appears that all % 6 of the President-s own intelligence agencies are 
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raising questions about whether the Administration's actions are eAancing national security or 
imperiling it. 

Congress failed to conduct effective oversight before the war, and we are failing again now. Our 
role as a co-equal branch of gove ent is to provide aggressive and independent oversight. We 
therefore call on you to direct the commi-ltees of jurisdiction to hold immediate oversight 
hearings "chis week and next on the new National Intelligence Estimate and its rmifications for 
U.S. policy. 

When members leave this week to return home for October, w are leaving behind crucial 
unfinished business. We will not have completed adopting critical reco endations from the 
911 1 Gommlssion, passing the intelligence authorization bill, or i~nplernenting full port security 
screening measures. The defense authorization bill, which will provide critical hnding and 
benefits for our troops, is stalled repodedly because you are seeking to attach melated and 
divisive provisions to it. 'I'he new National Intelligence Estimate has a direct be&ng on these 
issues. 11 tells us that ""staying the course," as the Administration proposes, is making our matiion 
more dangerous. 

We should heed this warning and hold hearings now so that the members are in a position to 
enact more effective policies when Congress returns for the Lame-duck session after the 
elections. 

We hope yoti will consider Air proposal, and we look fom7ard to working together with you. 

Sincerely, 

a-iouse' Democratic lhader 

Raking Member 
Committee on Government Reform 

R d i n g  Member 
Committee on 



Jane Haman 
Ranking Member 
Select intelligence Committee 

Ike Skelton 
Ranking Member 
Armed Services Committee 

T6m Lantos 
Ranking Member 
~nternational Relations CornmiMee 

se Appropriations Subcommlbtee 

Ranking Mem her 
Homeland Security Committee 


