DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH CONGRESS ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

CHAIRMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER
DAN BURTON, INDIANA 4 EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK
JOHN L. MICA, FLORIDA Ungre U B nl B a B CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK
TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
PATRICK McHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA : DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO
JIM JORDAN, OHIO %DUEB Uf RBprEantat[h 433 JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS
JASON CHAFFETZ, UTAH WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI
CONNIE MACK, FLORIDA STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS
TIM WALBERG, MICHIGAN COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE
JAMES LANKFORD, OKLAHOMA GERALD E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA
JUSTIN AMASH, MICHIGAN MIKE QUIGLEY, ILLINOIS
ANN MARIE BUERKLE, NEW YORK 2157 RAYBURN HousE OFFICE BUILDING DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS
PAUL A. GOSAR, D.D.S., ARIZONA BRUCE L. BRALEY, [OWA
RAUL R. LABRADOR, IDAHO 3 PETER WELCH, VERMONT
PATRICK MEEHAN, PENNSYLVANIA WAaSHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY
SCOTT DeSJARLAIS, M.D., TENNESSEE CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT
JOE WALSH, ILLINOIS 2”‘”0“'" {2h2) 225 5074 JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA

ACSIMILE (202) 225-3974
TREY GOWDY, SOUTH CAROLINA
DENNIS A. ROSS, FLORIDA Moy, (202)226-6051
FRANK C. GUINTA, NEW HAMPSHIRE http://oversight.house.gov
BLAKE FARENTHOLD, TEXAS
MIKE KELLY, PENNSYLVANIA

e .

LAWRENCE J. BRADY Opening Statement

STAFF DIRECTOR

Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs, Stimulus Oversight and Government Spending
Hearing on “EPA's Appalachian Energy Permitorium: Job Killer or Job Creator?”

July 14, 2011

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate the opportunity to speak today on a critical
issue—protecting the water supply in this country to ensure it is safe to drink, as well as to swim,
fish, and boat in. Today’s hearing examines recent actions taken by the EPA to regulate
mountaintop mining in the Appalachia region. Mountaintop mining is a destructive form of
mining that has already destroyed more than 500 mountains and 2,000 streams.

The majority has criticized the EPA’s decision in January to veto a clean water permit
granted by the Army Corps for Spruce No. 1 Mine in West Virginia, accusing the EPA of
“inappropriately imped[ing] investment and job security in the energy industry.”

Under the proposed plans, Spruce No. 1 Mine would have been one of the largest surface
mines in Appalachia, and it would have buried more than seven miles of headwater streams,
destroyed 2,278 acres of forestland, and degraded water quality in streams adjacent to the mine.
The EPA had a duty under the Clean Water Act to prevent this type of destruction from
occurring.

That said, it is not the EPA that is impeding job security in the coal industry—it is the
industry itself. Mountaintop removal increases the bottom line of big coal operators, in part by
decreasing the number of miners needed to work at a mine. In fact, data presented by one of
today’s witnesses support the conclusion that since mountaintop removal permits have been
slowed by litigation and EPA regulation, mining jobs have actually increased in the region. So,
in answer to the question posed by today’s hearing title—whether EPA’s actions are a “Job
Killer or Job Creator”— the evidence indicates that EPA’s regulation of mountaintop mining has
been the latter, a job creator.

Mountaintop mining is not only bad for the economy in Appalachia, it is bad for the
health of the community. As my colleague, Mr. Kucinich, documented in his opening remarks,
scientific research shows that people living near mountaintop removal mining sites suffer
extreme health consequences. The evidence is clear: the more mining, the more deaths and



disease. Surely our country can offer better economic development models than those that
poison the communities in which they occur. We are better than that.

The importance of preserving the regulatory authorities provided by the Clean Water Act
is not an issue that affects only Appalachia. We need the protections guaranteed by the Clean
Water Act to guard the safety of our waters across the country. I am deeply disappointed in the
majority’s almost universal support of HR 2018, which passed on a floor vote yesterday. This
bill would reverse decades of progress made under the Clean Water Act, which was passed when
pollution had rendered our rivers and streams unsafe to humans.

In addition to crippling the EPA’s ability to police mining activity, H.R. 2018 could
deprive EPA of critical tools it uses to clean up waters across the country, from the Florida
Everglades to the Chesapeake Bay, in my own state of Maryland. I am concerned that enactment
of HR 2018 could impede EPA’s meaningful limits on the amount of pollution that can flow into
the Bay from a variety of sources. Effective implementation of these limits by the EPA is
perhaps our last hope for truly restoring this national treasure.



