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Gunwalking began in Operation Wide Receiver. 
 
• The Inspector General’s report found that ATF agents in Operation Wide Receiver “knew 

that the subjects were purchasing firearms for other persons, converting firearms to illegal 
weapons, and transporting firearms to Mexico.  However, during the course of Operation 
Wide Receiver, agents did not arrest any subjects and seized less than a quarter of the more 
than 400 firearms purchased.”  (p. 28) 

 
• Similarly, Ranking Member Cummings’ report found that, during Operation Wide Receiver, 

ATF agents in Phoenix “watched in real-time as traffickers purchased guns and drove them 
across the border into Mexico.”  This continued until the lead ATF case agent concluded:  
“We have reached that stage where I am no longer comfortable allowing additional firearms 
to ‘walk’.” 

 
 


