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Gunwalking started under the Bush Administration in 2006. 
 
• The Inspector General’s report concluded that Operation Wide Receiver “was noteworthy 

because it informed our understanding of how these tactics were used by ATF more than 
three years before Operation Fast and Furious was initiated.”  (p. 27) 
 

• Similarly, Ranking Member Cummings’ report found that “gunwalking operations originated 
as early as 2006 as agents in the Phoenix Field Division of ATF devised a strategy to forego 
arrests against low-level purchasers while they attempted to build bigger cases against 
higher-level trafficking organizers and financiers.” 

 
 


