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May 14, 2010

The Honorable Raymond LaHood

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

DAN BURTON, INDIANA

JOHN L. MICA, FLORIDA

MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA

JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO

LYNN A. WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA
PATRICK T. MCHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA

JIM JORDAN, OHIO

JEFF FLAKE, ARIZONA

JEFF FORTENBERRY, NEBRASKA
JASON CHAFFETZ, UTAH

AARON SCHOCK, ILLINOIS

BLAINE LUETKEMEYER, MISSOURI
ANH “JOSEPH" CAO, LOUISIANA

I very much appreciate your demonstrated willingness to work with me to address issues
related to small business contracting, the prioritization of transportation projects located in
economically distressed areas, and the overall implementation of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the Recovery Act). However, I remain concerned by reports that
minority contractors may not be receiving a fair share of the Recovery Act dollars passing
through state transportation agencies to fund highway projects. I am writing to request your
continued help in ensuring that the Department of Transportation (DOT) provides fair
opportunities for small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses (SDBs), and disadvantaged
business enterprises (DBEs) to compete for transportation-related contracts under the Recovery

Act.

A principal purpose of the Recovery Act is “to preserve and create jobs and promote
economic recovery.” Supporting small businesses, SDBs, and DBEs is an important component
of this broad effort. In that regard, we are trying to obtain a better picture of DOT’s efforts to
ensure that small, disadvantaged businesses are adequately represented in Recovery Act

contracts.

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives, with investigative jurisdiction over “any
matter.” To assist in the Committee’s continuing oversight of Recovery Act spending, please
provide a detailed account of the Department of Transportation’s efforts to ensure that SDBs are
adequately represented in contracts for highway projects funded by the Recovery Act and

awarded through state transportation agencies. That account should include:
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1. A list, by state, of all contracts awarded by state transportation agencies for highway
projects funded by the Recovery Act, showing the total dollar amount for each
contract; and

2. For each contract listed in Item 1, please indicate all contracts or subcontracts,
including dollar amounts, awarded to small businesses, SDBs, and DBEs.

Please deliver the requested information to the Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, room 2157 Rayburn House Office Building, no later than 4:00 p.m., May 24, 2010.

Should you have any questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to contact
me, or your staff may contact Jason Powell of the Committee staff at 202-225-5051.

Chairman

Vin The Honorable Darrell Issa
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform



