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The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr. 
Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

The Honorable Janet Napolitano 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Dear Attorney General Holder and Secretary Napolitano: 

The International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) is an important, worldwide 
network that facilitates cross-border police cooperation and the exchange of information to assist 
law enforcement agencies in detecting and deterring international crime and terrorism. 

In this country, the United States National Central Bureau (USNCB) is the point of 
contact for all Interpol matters. The USNCB coordinates and transmits requests for criminal 
investigative assistance between federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies and their 
foreign counterparts. Pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding, USNCB is co-managed by 
the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

In September 2009, the Justice Department's Inspector General issued a report that 
identified several weaknesses in the operation of USNCB. 
following: 

Among the findings were the 

• USNCB has not fully made critical international criminal information available to 
appropriate law enforcement agencies in the United States; 

• USNCB has not implemented adequate controls or processes to ensure that the Interpol 
information it has made available to domestic law enforcement agencies is current, 
accurate, complete, and timely; 

• There are several weaknesses in USNCB's internal case management system; 
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• USNCB is not able to consistently coordinate the sharing of case-related information 
because it is often not informed of actions taken by domestic law enforcement agencies 
on Interpol-related cases; 

• USNCB has faced challenges in maintaining reliable communications with its state and 
local liaisons; and 

• There are weaknesses in the leadership structure of USNCB and in the oversight and 
supervision of USNCB by DOJ and DHS. 

These findings are very concerning. Interpol plays a vital role in the effort to combat 
crime and terrorism. In today's interconnected world, it is imperative that the U.S. law 
enforcement community take full advantage of Interpol's important information and 
communication tools. The IG report indicates that much work needs to be done before the U.S. 
can fully benefit from its status as an Interpol member. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives, with jurisdiction over "any matter." Under 
Rules X and XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives, the Committee is examining the 
management, operation, and effectiveness of USNCB. 

To assist the Committee in its investigation, please provide a detailed, point-by-point 
summary of your implementation of the recommendations made by the IG's September 2009 
audit report, including any corrective actions that have been taken. After reviewing your 
response, the Committee may request additional information and/or a briefing by DOJ, DHS, and 
USNCB officials. 

Please deliver the requested information to the Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, room 2157 Rayburn House Office Building, no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, June 11, 
2010. Should you have any questions about this request, please contact Kevin Barstow of the 
Committee staff at (202)225-5051. 

Sincerely, 

ms Towns 
Chairman 

cc: The Honorable Darrell Issa 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 


